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UM RANKS 49TH WITH THE PEACE CORPS
MISSOULA—
The University of Montana-Missoula recently earned national recognition as a strong
recruiting campus for the Peace Corps.
The University ranked 49th in a listing of the top 50 universities and colleges within the
nation. The list, compiled by the Peace Corps, reflects the number of volunteers that have come
from the 50 schools since 1961, when the Peace Corps w'as founded. To date, 532 Peace Corps
volunteers have come from The University of Montana, and 26 alumni are currently abroad serving
with the Peace Corps. UM shares its standing with Pennsylvania State University, and the
University of California at Berkeley tops the list with 2,960 volunteers in 36 years.
"It’s a reflection of the University’s commitment to produce well-educated students who have
a commitment to public or community service," according to Dorothy Culjat, regional manager for
the Peace Corps recruitment office in Seattle, Wash.
The University, particularly President George Dennison, Career Services and Steve Siebert,
associate professor of forestry, received recognition of their contributions to the Peace Corps in
March 1997, during the Peace Corps’ 35th anniversary. Ranking 49th in the Peace Corps’ top-50
poll confirms this past acknowledgment.
The Peace Corps recruits volunteers for two-year services in foreign countries that request
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aid with issues of agriculture, business, community development, education, the environment and
health. College campuses are a major source of volunteers because graduates often have fewer
commitments at the completion of their education.
UM is the only campus in the state with a Peace Corps representative. Jenny Newiand, the
Peace Corps campus representative at UM, went on her two-year service to Bolivia, South America
after graduating from Stanford University.
Newiand, a graduate student in forestry, sees UM’s student involvement with the Peace
Corps as an extension of the students’ service to the community.
"It’s an amazing campus as far as students who are interested in helping people," Newiand
said.
For more information about the Peace Corps, call Newiand at (406) 243-2839. Newiand
will also have information available at the University Center Sept. 30 and Oct. 1 from 10 a.m. to
2 p.m.
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